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(i) Applicant has existing relation-
ships with state or local agencies or
private entities, or will develop such
relationships, and has shown these re-
lationships will enhance the program’s
effectiveness.

(ii) Applicant has established past
working relationships with state or
local agencies or private entities which
have provided transportation services
similar to those offered by the pro-
gram.

(4) VA will award up to 10 points
based on the innovative aspects of the
program, as demonstrated by the fol-
lowing:

(i) How program will identify and
serve veterans who otherwise would be
unable to obtain VA medical care
through conventional transportation
resources.

(ii) How program will use new or al-
ternative transportation resources.

(b) Initial grant selection. VA will use
the following process to award initial
grants:

(1) VA will rank those applications
that receive at least the minimum
amount of total points and points per
category set forth in the Notice of
Fund Availability. The applications
will be ranked in order from highest to
lowest scores.

(2) VA will use the applications’
ranking as the basis for awarding
grants. VA will award grants for the
highest ranked applications for which
funding is available.

(c) Renewal grant scoring. Renewal ap-
plications will be scored using the fol-
lowing selection criteria:

(1) VA will award up to 55 points
based on the success of the grantee’s
program, as demonstrated by the fol-
lowing:

(i) Application shows that the grant-
ee or identified subrecipient provided
transportation services which allowed
participants to be provided medical
care timely and as scheduled.

(ii) Application shows that partici-
pants were satisfied with the transpor-
tation services provided by the grantee
or identified subrecipient, as described
in the Notice of Fund Availability.

(2) VA will award up to 35 points
based on the cost effectiveness of the
program, as demonstrated by the fol-
lowing:
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(i) The grantee or identified sub-
recipient administered the program on
budget.

(ii) Grant funds were utilized in a
sensible manner, as interpreted by in-
formation provided by the grantee to
VA under §17.725(a)(1) through (a)(7).

(3) VA will award up to 15 points
based on the extent to which the pro-
gram complied with:

(i) The grant agreement.

(ii) Applicable laws and regulations.

(d) Renewal grant selection. VA will
use the following process to award re-
newal grants:

(1) VA will rank those applications
that receive at least the minimum
amount of total points and points per
category set forth in the Notice of
Fund Availability. The applications
will be ranked in order from highest to
lowest scores.

(2) VA will use the applications’
ranking as the basis for awarding
grants. VA will award grants for the
highest ranked applications for which
funding is available.

(Authority: Sec. 307, Pub. L. 111-163; 38
U.S.C. 501)

§17.710 Notice of Fund Availability.

When funds are available for grants,
VA will publish a Notice of Fund Avail-
ability in the FEDERAL REGISTER. The
notice will identify:

(a) The location for obtaining grant
applications;

(b) The date, time, and place for sub-
mitting completed grant applications;

(c) The estimated amount and type of
grant funding available;

(d) The length of term for the grant
award;

(e) The minimum number of total
points and points per category that an
applicant or grantee must receive in
order for a supportive grant to be fund-
ed;

(f) The timeframes and manner for
payments under the grant; and

(g) Those areas identified by VA to be
the ‘‘highly rural areas’ in which
grantees may provide transportation
services funded under this rule.

(Authority: Sec. 307, Pub. L. 111-163; 38
U.S.C. 501)
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